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                                                                                                        Friday 5th June

World Environment Day

Water is our most precious natural resource and each person in Northern Ireland uses an average of 145 litres every day, yet  in the developing world, a person only uses around 10 litres per day*. On World Environment Day, NI Water has joined forces with Ulster Bank to encourage their staff and customers to adopt simple lifestyle changes in their water usage that will provide long term benefits for the environment. 

These changes could include using a washing up bowl to rinse and peel vegetables, then when finished, reuse the water in the garden; plant drought resistance plants; turn the tap off when brushing your teeth; use a watering can instead of a hose; take a shower instead of a bath; and use a NI Water ‘shower timer’ to reduce the length of your shower. 

Jane Jackson, NI Water’s Environmental Education Manager said: 

“NI Water is committed to using water efficiently and reducing leakage, and we place great importance on providing the public with ways they can contribute to this. With the summer off to a very promising start, we will spend more time in our gardens, so this is a perfect time to reinforce our ‘Use Water Wisely’ message. 

“One idea we’ll be giving is to invest in a water butt for the garden. This collects rainwater, which can then be used to water the garden, wash the windows or to clean the car; providing a very simple way to reduce your water usage. In addition, as a hose uses around 135 litres of water in 15 minutes, we’ll be encouraging customers to use a watering can instead in their garden this year.”

To find out more about becoming ‘water wise’ log onto www.niwater.com or contact Waterline on 08457 440088. 
ENDS
For further information, please contact Adele Strachan on 028 90 354710

* http://www.wateraid.org/uk/what_we_do/statistics/default.asp
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